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Although really a neutral oxide, it is
tamable from formic acid, H2C02, by the use
of water-removing agents like sulphuric f_CKl '
so that it may be regarded as the anhydride ol
this acid. Formic acid is one of an enormous
number of the complex acids of carbon : acetic
acid in vinegar, citric acid in lemon- juice,
malic acid in apples, and tartaric acid in
wine-lees are a few of the commoner example's.
We shall not deal with them in detail here, as
the study of complex carbon compounds is a
science in itself.

The oxide of boron, B2O3, is a white powder
which fuses to a glassy mass, but does . not
volatilise below white heat. It slowly absorbs
water even from the air, forming boric acrid,
H3BO3. This substance, also called boraefc
acid, is found in jets of steam issuing from the
ground in Tuscany. It is also prepared by
treating calcium diborate (the mineral boro-
calcite) with nitre cake.

The product is filtered in a filter press to remove
the calcium sulphate and the boric acid
crystallised from the liquid.
The oxides of hydrogen are neutral.     "Water,
H20,  is too  well known to merit   physical